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INTRODUCTION
The Foundation called the Institute for Sustainable Development (ISD) is a think-tank institution which was registered in September 1990 and started its activities in early 1991.  ISD promotes the ideas of sustainable development, working in such areas as: energy generation, transport, rural areas, including tourism, cities, jobs, climate protection, Natura 2000, competitiveness, EU funds and strategic assessments. The mission of the Institute is to act in the interest of the future generations.
In 2008, in its activities ISD concentrated on: 
a. the climate and energy issues;

b. the promotion of the correct use of the areas within the European network of protected sites Natura 2000;

c. the education for sustainable development within the framework of the UNESCO Decade 2005-2014 dedicated to such an objective;

d. the monitoring of the implementation of sustainable development;
e. the promotion of sustainable development among different social groups.
The basic project which ISD implemented in 2008 was the project called “Eco-Hercules. The Programme of Active Education for Sustainable Development” which was carried out in 2007–2009 with the resources of the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management, the Oak Foundation and the H. Böll Foundation. The strategic goal of the Programme is Shaping a holistic way of thinking about economic growth, quality of life and the protection of the natural environment for the purposes of the practice of sustainable development.
The operational objectives of the Programme:

1. The identification and overcoming of the barriers of traditional thinking and actions in the implementation of sustainable development.

2. The initiation and strengthening of measures serving to implement the constitutional principle of sustainable development in Poland, with particular consideration given to the issues of climate change and biodiversity which are the priorities of the national environmental policy. 
3. The monitoring and assessment of the effects of the measures related to sustainable development (the barometer) in order to create the basis for carrying out active education for sustainable development.
CLIMATE AND ENERGY POLICY
Eco-Hercules “Tackling Climate Change”
 Alternative Energy Policy (AEP)

Actions and results:

· February-March 2008 – 4 workshops were held on the identification of the problems and dilemmas of the energy sector; they were addressed to non-governmental organisations, trade unions, the public administration, business (the meetings were attended by 120 persons);

· On the basis of the workshop materials and following the consultations with the experts who assisted in the preparation of AEP, the concepts of the AEP scenarios were developed, along with an analysis of their effects on the Polish economy; 

· On 13 November 2008, the conference and workshop called “The Future of the Energy Sector. Viable Solutions for the Polish Economy” were organised to present the AEP scenarios and consult the results achieved with the participants representing the different social groups (the meeting was attended by 110 persons). The scenario with a domination of energy efficiency with support from renewable energy sources was selected for further work.
EU and Climate Protection
Actions and results:

· The Institute and the invited experts assessed the individual operational programmes at national and regional levels in terms of the use of the funds for climate protection projects; the results of the analysis were published in the report “The EU Funds for 2007-2013 and Climate Protection” (in an edition of 600 copies, which were distributed among the institutions managing the funds and the units of the central government and regional administration, self-governments, non-governmental organisations and others);

· ISD identified 11 typical projects which could contribute to climate protection in the scope of the energy sector, transport and environmental infrastructure; the guide “How to Protect the Climate at Local Level” was issued to promote examples of the good practice of the use of EU funds (in an edition of 750 copies; they were distributed among the potential beneficiaries of EU funds, i.e. among the units of the central government and regional administration, self-governments, non-governmental organisations, regional and local associations, and others);

· On 27 October 2008, within the framework of the International POLEKO Fair in Poznań, a conference was organised to promote the results of the ISD monitoring of the spending of EU funds for 2007-2013 on climate friendly measures and on the promotion of good examples which could possibly be financed with these resources (50 persons attended).
Civil Society and Climate Change
Actions and results:

The issue of a quarterly Internet-based climate bulletin featuring important events related to climate change in Poland, in the EU and at international level. The publication of two brochures devoted to the issues of climate change: “Your City – Your Climate” and “The Energy Sector and Climate Change” (both brochures in an edition of 600 copies).
The Project “The Politics of Climate Change”
In the period from September to December 2008, ISD participated in the project of the Centre for International Relations (CSM) called “Poznań and Beyond - Setting the Stage for Change. The Politics of Climate Change”). The Project was implemented with the resources of the European Climate Foundation.
ISD contributed its expert knowledge to the project, concerning primarily:
· The preparation of the positions and open letters to the Government Representatives, Ministers (of the Economy, Infrastructure, Agriculture and Rural Development, Health, Regional Development, Education, and Administration and Internal Affairs) and the Members of Parliament from 18 Parliamentary Commissions;

· The preparation of materials and the participation in meetings/conferences carried out within the framework of the Project, among others in the debates conducted in the mass media. The preparation of ad hoc expert studies and the participation in the media-based campaign (interviews, press articles).

The Partnership Energy Planning as a Tool for Realising European Sustainable Energy Communities (PEPESEC) Project
ISD is a partner in the PEPESEC Project on the partnership in sustainable energy planning at local level, implemented with the European Union resources within the framework of the Intelligent Energy – Europe Programme. The project participants include the representatives of cities and organisations from 7 EU Member States (Sweden, the United Kingdom, Spain, Greece, Italy and Poland). The City of Manchester is the Lead Partner in the Project.

The Climate Coalition
ISD is a partner in the Project “„S.O.S. for the Climate!” carried out by the Secretariat of the Climate Coalition at the Mazovian District of the Polish Ecological Club, with the resources of the Oak Foundation.
The major tasks of ISD in the Project consisted in the delivery on 20-22 June of a workshop for non-governmental organisations preceding COPO14, called “On the Road to Poznań. What Is the Significance of COP14 for NGOs?”, the launch of the preparation of the Report called “The Polish Climate Policy. Declarations vs. Realities – 1988-2008” and the organisation of a conference on the issues of climate change at the Parliament.
“The Little ABC... of Climate Protection”

Within the framework of “The Year of Climate and Environment” organised by the City of Poznań, on commission from the authorities of Poznań, the Institute prepared the second edition of the publication entitled “of “The Little ABC... of Climate Protection”, issued in 60,000 copies, which was sent out by the Office of the City of Poznań primarily to schools and scientific centres in Wielkopolskie Voivodship as part of the promotion campaign for COP14.

Aviation and the Protection of the Global Climate
On the initiative of the Institute for Sustainable Development and in cooperation with Boeing Central and Eastern Europe, Jeppesen Poland, the American Chamber of Commerce in Poland and the Polish Air Navigation Services Agency, a conference was organised on the issues of climate protection in aviation.
Is the Climate and Energy Package a Threat or an Opportunity for the Economy?

On the initiative of the Institute and the Mazovian District of the Polish Ecological Club, on 28 September, ISD organised and carried out a debate on the threats and opportunities for Poland as related to the Climate and Energy Package prepared by the European Commission. The debate was financed by the European Climate Foundation.

Critical Assessment of Europe’s Energy Market 2008

With the resources of the European Commission, on the invitation of Energia-Klub from Hungary, ISD drew up a report concerning the situation on the energy market in Poland in terms of its trends and the implementation of the European Union legislation, as part of a joint study for 8 EU Member States.

BUILDING OF SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY
Eco-Hercules “The Observatory of Progress in the Implementation of Sustainable Development“

The Environmental Awareness of the Poles in the 21st century
Within the framework of this Programme, research on the Poles’ environmental awareness was carried out and, on this basis, the study “The Poles in the environmental mirror – a report on the research on the Poles’ environmental awareness in 2008” was published and presented at a press conference. Relevant information is available on the website.
 The Observatory of Sustainable Development
ISD monitors progress in sustainable development in four thematic areas: transport, rural areas, urbanisation and energy. The monitoring is carried out in 8 Voivodships. The effects of the monitoring are presented in quarterly (regional and national) reports placed on the ISD website.
Education and Information Panel Sessions
Within the framework of the Eco-Hercules project, ISD organises education and information panel sessions for representatives of non-governmental organisations, representatives of the mass media as well as representatives of institutions and organisations involved in the education for sustainable development in order to present the ISD achievements in the scope of sustainable development and the current problems related to the environmental policies of Poland and the EU. In 2008, these panel sessions were organised in Kielce and Białystok. 

The publication “The Barometer of Sustainable Development 2007/2008”:

The report entitled “The Observatory of Sustainable Development” – an assessment of the implementation of sustainable development in the past 17 years, an assessment of the Poles’ environmental awareness in 2008 and observations on progress in sustainable development in the first three quarters of 2008. The publication was issued at the turn of 2008 and 2009 (in an edition of 750 copies).
It is Better to Do the Right Thing Beforehand than Afterwards, or the Care of the Future Quality of Life
The aim of the Project was to generate a common approach on the part of local authorities and communities in the scope of the prevention of critical situations arising from the extreme weather events caused by the deepening climate change. 
Actions and results:

· A leaflet presenting the idea of the Project was prepared and disseminated in 2,000 copies;

· The publication “Civil Society and the Consequences of Climate Change” was prepared (1,000 copies);

· 18 journalists and 30 representatives of Civil Society were trained in the scope of the issues of climate change and the ways of adaptation to such change;

The Conference on “The Role of Civil Society in the Prevention of Threats Caused by Climate Change” was organised to sum up the implementation of the Project. The Project was implemented in a partnership with the Mazovian District of the Polish Ecological Club and the Polish Rural Forum (FAOW). It was financed with the resources of the European Union within the framework of the Transition Funds 2005 Grant Scheme for “The Raising of the Public Awareness and the Strengthening of Advocacy and Monitoring Activities by Non-governmental Organisations”, with co-financing from the PZU Prevention Fund and the European Climate Foundation.

The Vortal ChronmyKlimat.pl

The vortal was launched on the initiative of ISD, a month before COP14 in Poznań. In the course of the Conference, it was used to present on a current basis the progress achieved in the negotiations.
By the end of 2008 the vortal had been visited by 912 readers who had opened a total of 8,056 individual pages of the vortal. The vortal was financed with the resources of the European Climate Foundation.
European Economic and Social Committee
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) is one of the EU institutions. In 2008, as a member of EESC, Krzysztof Kamieniecki participated in 17 study groups dealing e.g. with the following issues:

· Transport (the reduction of emissions, urbanised areas, the protection of pedestrians);

· Changes in the coordination of flights (e.g. in order to limit emissions);

· Environmental liability (the EU environmental policy and developing countries);

· Maritime policy;

· Climate change;

· Community energy policy;

· Nuclear energy research.

Moreover, together with an expert of FAOW (the Polish Rural Forum), he prepared an opinion concerning the development of Civil Society in rural areas, particularly in the new Member States. The opinion was adopted at a plenary EESC session at the end of 2008.

The most interesting opinions are available on the ISD website.
PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Eco-Hercules “Innovation in the Management of Natural Resources”

Innovative Thinking as the Key to Sustainable Development
In 2008, the following debates took place: 

1. “What Energy Sector Is Appropriate for Sustainable Development?” – Lublin, in co-operation with the Faculty of Environmental Engineering of the Lublin University of Technology (attended by 43 persons). 

2. “What Transport Is Appropriate for Sustainable Development?”– Łódź, in co-operation with the Faculty of Management of Łódź University and the Logistics Scientific Society Uni-Logistics (attended by 63 persons). 

3.
“How to Ensure the Sustainable Development of Urbanised Areas? – Metropolies” – 12 November 2008, Warsaw, in cooperation with the Union of Polish Metropolies (attended by 62 persons).

In 2008, the Institute issued a 40-page booklet on the debate “What Energy Sector Is Appropriate for Sustainable Development?”, in an edition of 600 copies. The summaries of the publication in the Polish and English languages are available on the ISD website. 

“BOŚ as a Climate-Friendly Bank” – the Calculation and Offsetting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Caused by the Operations of the Bank for Environmental Protection (Bank Ochrony Środowiska SA - BOŚ)
The aim of the Project was to estimate the greenhouse gas emission levels generated by the Bank for Environmental Protection S.A., to determine the reduction capacity and to choose the method for offsetting the emissions.

Actions and results:

An individual method was developed on the basis of the UNDP and IPCC guidelines and the emission levels caused by the operation of all the branches and operational units of BOŚ SA in Poland (109 outlets) in 2008 were calculated. On the basis of the data received from the Bank, the consumption of electricity, heat, hot water and fuel for company cars was analysed and the emissions from air travels and municipal and office waste were estimated.
The results achieved and the relevant recommendations were presented in the course of a seminar for the BOŚ staff and in the course of a conference organised together with BOŚ in the course of the POLEKO Fair in Poznań. 

The Guidelines for the Development of a Model to Project CO2 Emissions for the Capital City of Warsaw

On the invitation of the Office of the City of Warsaw, the Institute developed a method for estimating the greenhouse gas emission levels for the Capital City of Warsaw.

The study covered the major areas of greenhouse gas emissions caused by: the use of electricity and heat, transport, municipal waste management, urban wastewater treatment processes and land use change in the City in 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2007. The analysis was carried out in accordance with the relevant IPCC guidelines, but adjusting them to account for the specific conditions in the Capital City of Warsaw and the availability of data.

MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES
Eco-Hercules “Innovation in the Management of Natural Resources”

Seven UE Thematic Strategies
The Institute prepared and organised nationwide workshops addressed to representatives of non-governmental organisations concerning the “Seven Thematic Strategies of the European Union”.
Subsequently, ISD prepared the publication called the “Guide to the Seven Thematic Strategies under the Sixth Environment Action Programme of the European Community (6th EAP)” in electronic form (on a CD, in an edition of 1,000 copies). 

The ISD Position on Soil Protection
On 22 October 2008, ISD called on the Speaker of the Senate of the Parliament of the Republic of Poland and the Senators not to approve the Act Amending the Act on the Protection of Farmland and Forestland in the wording adopted by the Lower House of the Parliament of the Republic of Poland on 10 October 2008. The purpose of the appeal was to ensure the protection of farmland constituted by arable land within the administrative city limits. Subsequently, ISD submitted its position to the President’s Chancellery asking for the President’s veto. After the President had vetoed the Act (the President considered e.g. the position of the Institute when taking his decision and this position was mentioned in the justification of the veto). At the turn of November and December 2008, ISD called again on the Members of Parliament not to override the President’s veto, but this appeal was not heeded.
The ISD Position on the Protection of Landscape Parks
On 14 November 2008, ISD submitted another position to the Parliament of the Republic of Poland – concerning the draft Act Amending Certain Acts in Connection with Changes in the Organisation and Division of Tasks of the Regional Public Administration, where it presented a negative assessment of the change in the subordination of landscape parks as proposed by this draft Act and called for these parts to be left within the structures of the government administration. An ISD representative made a direct appeal to the Members of Parliament in this matter, participating twice in the meetings at Parliament – in a session of the Commission for Environmental Protection and in a joint session of the Commission for Self-Governments and the Commission for Administration. The Members of Parliament did not take the position of the Institute into account.
COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN COUNCILS
Participation in coalitions
1. European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
2. Polish Rural Forum 
3. Climate Coalition
4. Lanckorona Coalition for Sustainable Transport
5. Coalition of Polish Non-governmental Organisations for the EU Funds
Participation in councils etc.
1. Commission for Environmental Protection, Natural Resources and Forestry of the Parliament of the Republic of Poland – where ISD has the status of a permanent observer
2. European Economic and Social Committee (K. Kamieniecki)

3. Environmental Advisory Council of the Bank for Reconstruction and Development  (A.Kassenberg)

4. State Council for Environmental Protection (A.Kassenberg)

5. Green Leaf Chapter (A.Kassenberg)

6. Participation in the Team of the President’s Friends at the 14th Conference of the Parties to the Climate Convention in Poznań  (A.Kassenberg)
7. Chapter of the Godlewski Memorial Prize  (B.Wójcik)
CONCLUSION
The broadly conceived ISD activities in 2008 could be carried out due to the well-designed Eco-Hercules Project and the financing received from the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management, the OAK Foundation, the H. Böll Foundation, the European Commission (ENCI), the Cooperation Fund Foundation and the Manchester Digital Development Agency.  Combined with the large involvement of the ISD staff and the persons cooperating with the Institute, both of these factors brought about a result consisting of an exceptional influence of a non-governmental organisation on the public. 2008 was a favourable year for the activities of non-governmental organisations working for sustainable development. The COP14 Conference and the EU policies on energy and climate protection made it necessary to analyse economic, social and environmental activities in terms of their effects for the future generations. 
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